National Community

Education Association

What is Community Education?

The provision of multiple learning

opportunities for all community

members.

"Community Education promotes

Deb Elder, Ed. D., Past President, NCEA

What are the Principles We Follow?

Community Involvement. We promote a sense of civic responsibil-
ity, providing opportunities for community members, to be involved in
democratic decision-making in all aspects of community life.

Efficient Use of Resources. Schools and the
financial, and human resources
needs.

Integrated Delivery of Services. Organizations and agencies that
operate for the public good can meet their own goals and better serve
the public by collaborating with organizations and agencies with simi-
lar goals.

Decentralization. Services, programs and other community involve-
ment opportunities that are accessible to the public have the greatest
potential for high levels of public participation.

Lifelong Learning. Everyone in the community- individuals, busi-
nesses, public and private agencies — shares in the responsibility of
educating all members of the community and providing lifelong learn-
ing opportunities.
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Leadership Development. Local leaders are trained in such skills
as problem solving, decision making, and group process.
Self-Determination. Local people have a right and a responsibility to
be involved in determining community needs and identifying and util-
izing community resources.

Self-Help. People are best served when their capacity to help them-
selves in acknowledged and developed.

Institutional Responsiveness. Public institutions exist to serve the
public and are obligated to develop programs and services that ad-
dress continuously changing needs.

individual,

a

e' Who are Community Educators?

We are youth workers and the youth leaders.

We are preschool and out -of -school

time instructors, administrators and support-

ers who work with children and their care -
givers.

We are the adult education teachers, staff,
counselors, administrators and volunteers.

We provide a wide range of educational ser-
vices in schools, continuing education, work-
force development programs, workplaces,
prisons, museums, immigrant serving agen-
cies, family resource centers, senior centers,
and other community -based organizations.

iThe outcomes of communi t
clude academic and personal enrichment, skill
building for changing workplaces, economic
and environmental sustainability, job retool-
ing, transitioning to retirement, and
community | eadership.
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www.NCEA.com

Join NCEA and be part of creating lifelong learning experiences for all!
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